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Job Market Paper

“Theft, Trade and Social Order”
In the absence of external institutions that protect property rights, what conditions are required for
peaceful exchange? In equilibrium, the economy distributes goods by power rather than productiv-
ity; trade exists only when the distribution the market would produce happens to coincide with the
distribution coercive power would produce.

Education

University of Arizona Ph.D. Economics, expected 2027
Dissertation Committee:

Price Fishback (Co-Chair)
Peter Vandershraaf (Co-Chair)

Charles Noussair
Laurent Mathevet

Utah State University M.S. Economics, 2022
Brigham Young University B.A. Economics, 1996

Working Papers

� “Theft, Trade and Social Order” (Job Market Paper)

� “Perverse Incentives in Policing” (draft available)

Works in Progress

� “Crime and Poverty”

Publications

� Pope, C. Arden III, Randy W. Hill, and G. Martin Villegas. “Particulate Air Pollution and Daily
Mortality on Utah’s Wasatch Front.” Environmental Health Perspectives, vol. 107, no. 7, July
1999, pp. 567–573.

Teaching Experience

Instructor of Record University of Arizona

ECON 407 — Economics of Strategy Co-Instructor · Spring 2026
ECON 303 — Economics of Crime Instructor · Fall 2024
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Teaching Assistant University of Arizona

� Math Camp for Incoming Ph.D. Students

� ECON 338 — Law and Economics

� ECON 443 — International Trade Theory

� ECON 407 — Economics of Strategy

� ECON 332 — Intermediate Macroeconomics

� ECON 361 — Intermediate Microeconomics

� ECON 300 — Microeconomic Analysis for
Business Decisions

� BUS ADMIN 276 — Statistical Inference in
Management

� ECON 307 — Economic History of the United
States

Professional Experience (Pre-PhD)

Product Manager, Sanctions Screening Citibank, 2010–2018

� Directed a multi-year effort to reconcile a single global sanctions-screening standard with each
jurisdiction’s own local regulatory requirements across one of the world’s most complex global
banking organizations.

� Built alignment among compliance, technology, and business-line stakeholders to implement that
standard, despite widely varying incentives across the bank to embrace it.

Forecasting Manager / Risk Manager American Express, 2001–2008

� Led a team in forecasting and operations analysis for a national card-services unit, then developed
underwriting and account-risk criteria applied through automated decision processes.

� Identified overlooked opportunities within existing marketing, operations, and risk-management
processes, and translated counterintuitive analytical findings into changes adopted by business
partners over their initial skepticism.

Invited Talks

“Theft, Trade and Social Order”

� Arizona State University, Department of Economics (job market paper exchange) — October 2026
(scheduled)

� Utah State University, Department of Economics — September 2026

� Brigham Young University, Department of Economics — September 2026
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